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 This season of Lent offers so many opportunities to 

feed your spiritual life, please eat up.    

On Wednesday mornings at 10 a.m. the Together 

with Jesus small group meets to discuss ñThe Laza-

rus Lifeò  (www.lazaruslife.com).  Donôt hesitate to 

join the group at any time.  Open to women and men.   

From 5:30ï6:20 on Wednesdays, we have food for 

the stomach in the Fellowship area.  From 6 to 6:30 

p.m. there is more food for the soul from the New 

Testament with our study for confirmation students 

through adults. 

Our Wednesday Evening Lent Services start at 6:45 

p.m.  We use the beautiful Holden Evening Prayer 

service (music for the spirit) and our meditation 

theme is ñOther Meals with Jesusò, obviously, more 

food for the soul.  We thank the various singers and 

pastors involved with this service. On Feb. 24 Pastor 

Joyce Heintz from Bethany Lutheran in Wisconsin 

Rapids was with us preaching on Matthew 12:1-8, 

ñEating on the Sabbathò. Iôm here on March 3rd, my 

text is Matthew 9:9-13, ñParties, Food, and Sinnersò.  

March 10th is Pastor Ben with Luke 24:13-35, ñEat 

and Runò.  Pastor Bruce Pangborn from Redeemer in 

Stevens Point is with us on March 17, his text is John 

21:1-17, ñBreakfast by the Seaò.  Pastor Steve Olson 

from Trinity in Stevens Point is with us March 24, his 

text is John 12:1-7 and his theme is ñBeing Real with 

the Lordò. 

Seeing the Word is being offered on Thursday eve-

nings to reflect on the Sunday Lenten readings.  See 

Page 5 for details. 

Our Maundy Thursday Service is April 1 at 7:30 

p.m. with the First Communion families celebrating 

the Seder Meal earlier that evening.  On Good Fri-

day we offer two services, a Tenebrae Service at 1:00 

with the choir reminding us of the words Jesus spoke 

from the cross and a 7:00 p.m. Contemplative Prayer 

Service. 

Easter is April 4th with 3 services, 7, 9, and 11 a.m. 

along with the Easter Breakfast. 

 We, as his disciples need to remember it is not only 

important to know our spiritual gifts and seek to use them 

in his church community and in his world community, it 

is also important to feed our souls in worship.  Worship 

gives us strength for the soul like food gives us nourish-

ment for the body.  If you have only been worshipping 

once or twice a month, feed your spirit this Lenten season 

with more worship.  So often we are brought up to see 

worship as a duty, that some how more worship makes 

you closer to salvation.  Instead, see it as a time to eat 

together in this spiritual banquet on earth with your fam-

ily of disciples.  This perspective strengthens our own 

faith life and our discipleship to others now, as well as, 

preparing us for his eternal banquet to come. 

 During Adult Forum on Feb 28 and March 7 the  

Evangelism Team  is presenting a special program, ñTips 

to Being a Welcoming Congregationò (subtitleðHow 

to Welcome the Nones).  If you are an usher or greeter or 

would like to be, please come to this fun event.  The 

Team will use skits to show ways to be and not to be wel-

coming.  Please read The Parish Paper included in this 

Flock Talk for more information about the ñNonesò.   

 April 11th we are having a CORE Reunion.  If you 

joined Good Shepherd in the last 2 years we would like 

you to be with us Sunday, April 11th in the worship area 

at 9:15.  How has it been for you, navigating your disci-

pleship here at Good Shepherd?   

 April 25th we have another Team Ministries Fair 

scheduled.  Meet the óDream Teamô, talk to Propertyð

there may be flowers involved, check out the latest fash-

ion in waders for the ñFishers of Peopleò Team, and find 

out more about the many other ministry teams here at 

Good Shepherd.  Itôs a great time to see what our teams 

do and possibly join one. 

 This is a no diet zone when it comes to feeding your 

spiritual life at Good Shepherd.  Not sure where to start?  

Start with Worship on Sundays and Wednesdays and 

ñgrowò from there. 
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Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 

ñWhen the days drew near for him to be taken up, Jesus set his face to go 

to Jerusalemò (Luke 9:51).  So begins Jesusô determined drive for the 

cross.  But it doesnôt come right away.  There are 10 chapters in between 

Jesus setting his face toward Jerusalem and his actual arrival on Palm Sun-

day.  Thatôs 1/3 of Lukeôs gospel account.  The time between setting his 

face and his arrival is significant.  There is powerful ministry to be accom-

plished. The disciples are sent out, the Good Samaritan helps his neighbor, 

the Lordôs Prayer is taught, the crippled are healed, the lost sheep, coin, 

and son are all found again, Lazarus is received into Abrahamôs bosom, 

children are blessed, lepers are cleansed, and wee little Zacchaeus is in-

vited down from the tree.  Some of our most beloved teachings and stories 

of Jesus come along the way.  This time is significant. 

The ashes have been placed on our brows and the journey of 40 days has 

begun for us.  We have set our faces toward Jerusalem and Holy Week.  

But in between our setting out and our arrival, significant things will hap-

pen.  When we partake in the disciplines of Lent, self-examination, in-

creased prayer and worship, and sacrificial giving to the needy we can ex-

pect God to act in powerful ways in our lives.  These 40 days of Lent are 

not a stagnant time of waiting or watching, but a time of action. While the 

ultimate action is done by God through the cross and the Holy Spirit, disciples are brought along.  We walk along-

side Jesus, as he walks alongside us.  There is significant ministry to be accomplished now. 

With the mark of the cross on our brow we are being sent forth into the world to share the grace of the God who 

comes to earth.  The God who comes to us.  During this penitential season, we repent, we ñturn aroundò and face 

the places where God is leading us. 

Where is God calling you to set your face toward?  Where is God calling us to turn around in our lives?  What 

significant ministry is God calling this congregation to accomplish? 

These questions come to us each individually and they come to us as a community.  Together we strive to listen 

and follow.  All the while, we trust that Jesus knows where he is going and what he is doing.  And that though the 

way may be difficult at times, though we stumble, Jesus will not falter. 

So set your face toward Jerusalem ï the Holy City ï the place of ñHosannaò and ñCrucify.ò And expect to see God 

working in amazing ways along the journey. 

 

 

Grace and Peace, 

Greeting from Pastor Ben 

Souper Bowl of Caring 

We collected several boxes of can 

goods and $300 cash for the Salva-

tion Army, St. Vincent DePaul, and 

Operation Bootstrap 

The items from the Mitten Tree were 

also taken to Operation Bootstrap. 
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Actual Budget Actual Budget

Income:

Mission & Ministry 24,084      23,962       24,084      23,962      

Pledged Benevolence 923          962           923          962          

Total Income 25,007      24,924       25,007      24,924      

Total Expenses 23,386      27,638       23,386      27,638      

Surplus (Deficit) 1,621        (2,714)        1,621        (2,714)       

12/31/2009 1/31/2010 *Cash available for day-to-day

Operating Cash* 25,045      26,277       operations, does not include cash  

Mortgage  Balance 300,472    298,424     designated for special funds.

Account Balances

Month of January 2010 Year-to-Date 1/31/10

Treasurer's Report - Submitted by Jane Wolf  

 

 

Wednesday 

Lenten Services 

 

Feb 24 ïMar 24 

5:30 Supper 

6:00 Study 

6:45 Worship 

Library Tidings  

 

This month we feature a 

new book about a father 

facing death and another 

new book about a young 

man who faced death and 

lived to tell about it and 

the promise of eternal 

life. 

 

The Last Lecture by 

Randy Pausch (921 Pau) 

ï A young husband and father with only a few months 

left to live writes about topics such as really achieving 

your childhood dreams and how to live your life; words 

of wisdom for his children and us. 

 

Return from Tomorrow by George G. Ritchie (227.3 

Rit) ï ñAt the age of 20, a soldier died in an Army hos-

pital.  Nine minutes later he returned to life.  What he 

experienced would change him forever.ò  ñStunning and 

memorable descriptions make this one of the most 

amazing accounts of life after death ever written.  This 

glimpse into the realm beyond can change forever your 

understanding of the world beyond our own.ò  (from the 

covers)  

Digging Into the Word 

In conjunction with the Synod Assembly that will 

beheld in Stevens Point this May, a Book of Faith 

event will be held on Thursday, May 20 from 5:00 

pmð9:00 pm at the Holiday Inn, Stevens Point. 

This wonderful opportunity is open to all. Join with 

others from our East Central Synod and also from the 

Northwest Synod for dinner, study and music. 

ñDigging Into the Wordò is the 2nd annual workshop 

on the ñBook of Faithò.  Study of the book of Ruth 

will be led by Diane Jacobson, Professor at Luther 

Seminary, and Jonathan Rundman will lead ñSinging 

the Wordò. 

To register, get a form from the church office or reg-

ister online at www.ecsw.org 

The cost is $25 and the registration deadline is May 

12, 2010. Good Shepherd has funds available to de-

fray a portion of the fee.  See Pastor Al if you are 

interested. 

http://www.ecsw.org
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 Lenten Supper & Worship 
Our Mid -week Lenten Services are on Wednesdays 

through March 24th. Supper goes from 5:30 p.m. to 

6:20. While we eat, Pastor Al or Pastor Ben will present 

the Confirmation lesson for the nightðthis presentation 

is meant for everyone, not just Confirmation students. 

Suppers will be provided by the Confirmation students 

and their families.  A freewill offering will go towards 

Confirmation Camp fees.  

Beginning at 6:45, we will have our worship service 

using the Holden Evening Prayer Service.  ELCA pas-

tors from Stevens Point, Rudolph and Plover will rotate 

among four congregations during the mid-week ser-

vices. They will be speaking on the theme ˈ ñOther 

Meals with Jesusò  

 

 

First Communion Classes  

March 14 & March 21 1:00ð3:00 

Communion Class is offered for 5th graders and anyone 

beyond that age who has not attended the class. The stu-

dents will learn the meaning of communion with Pastor 

Ben. At least one parent is asked to attend with the stu-

dent. Families with 5th graders will be getting a post-

card in the mail in March reminding them of these 

dates. If you are new to Good Shepherd and have a stu-

dent in 5th through 7th grade who has not attended First 

Communion Class, please see Pastor Ben.  

The Seder Meal (a Passover Meal) will be held on 

Maundy Thursday, April 1st at 5:30 pm. This in-

volves the student and his/her family. That same eve-

ning the student will celebrate first communion during 

the Maundy Thursday Service, which starts at 7:30. 

Please mark these events on your calendar now. Thank 

you.  

2010 Council Members 

President / Mission Support ï Ron Skrenes 

Vice President / Worship ï Harvey Riley 

Secretary ï Jen Schultz * 

Treasurer ï Jane Wolf 

Financial Secretary ï Polly Garbe 

Church in Society ï John Nornberg  

Education ï Deb Petersen  

Evangelism ï Bob Moore  

Fellowship ð Glen Bauer * 

Long Range Planning ï Tad Meier * 

Property ð Ray Kaercher  

Youth ï Brian Hicks * 

* New to Church Council this year  

Our thanks to outgoing members: 

Karen Komasa, Lisa Meier, Kaye Niemi, and 

Melissa Tokarski.  

Upcoming Dates 

Feb 25 & 

Mar 4,11,18 

 

7:00ð8:30 

 

Seeing the Word 

Mar 14&21 1ð3:00 First Communion Class 

Mar 28 4:00 Core of Discipleship Class 

Apr 1  5:30 

7:30 

Seder Meal 

Maundy Thursday Worship 

Apr 2 1 pm & 7 pm Good Friday Services 

Apr 4 7 am , 9 am  

& 11 am 

8 ï 10:00am 

Easter Sunday Worship 

 

Easter Breakfast 

Apr 11 4:00 Core of Discipleship Class 

Apr 20 2-6:00 Red Cross Blood Drive 

May 2  New Member Sunday 

May 9  Last day of Sunday School 

May 16 10:30 Rite of Confirmation 

Special Sunday Service  
Don't miss worship on March 7th .  

The counselors from Imago Dei Village come and share with us.  

They will be participating in an overnighter with our youth on March 6th  

and seem confident that they will have enough energy to assist the kids in leading the service in the morning!  
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 World Day of Prayer 

Local Prayer Service  

Friday, March 5 

1:00 pm 

St. Stans Catholic Church 

838 Fremont St. 

Stevens Point 

344-2592 

 

World Day of Prayer (WDP) is a worldwide ecu-

menical movement of Christian women of many 

faith traditions who come together to observe a 

common day of prayer each year on the first Fri-

day in March. 

Throughout the entire day, we collectively pray 

all over the world, beginning with the first sunrise 

and ending at the last sunset. Our prayers follow 

the sunôs path around the globe. WDPôs motto is 

ñInformed prayer leads to prayerful action.ò  

Through World Day of Prayer, women affirm that 

prayer and action are inseparable and that both 

have immeasurable influence in the world.  

This year's theme, "Let Everything That Has 

Breath Praise God," takes its cue from Psalm 

150 and begins the way the Psalm does, ñPraise 

God.ò Through this invocation, God is called up 

as ñéour refuge and strength, ever ready to help, 

strengthen, guide and enlighten us in times of joy 

and sadness.ò 

Wherever we find ourselves in life, we also find 

Godôs unconditional love. Blessed with great cul-

tural wealth, this perspective of God's uncondi-

tional love is at the very core of the Cameroonian 

capacity to praise God. 

On March 5, 2010 we will join with people all 

over the earth and with all of creation. Together 

we will fulfill the call of Psalm 150: Let every-

thing that has breath praise God. We anticipate yet 

another wonderful service which the World Day 

of Prayer Committee in Cameroon has prepared 

for us. Let's turn our prayers into action! 

To learn more, go to www.wpdusa.org 

           Upcoming Forums 

Mar 7 Pastor Al 

Mar 14 Pastor Ben 

Mar 21 Pastor Ben 

Mar 28 TBA 

ñSeeing the Wordò Ecumenical Bible Study 

Last spring St. Bron's Catholic Church hosted a week long 

exhibit of illuminations from the internationally acclaimed 

St. John's Bible, the first handwritten, illuminated Bible 

commissioned in 500 years. 

To see examples of the art work and learn more about this 

Bible go to SaintJohnsBible.org 

This spring three women from the local Catholic Commu-

nity are inviting members of the larger Christian community 

to participate in a four week pilot study Bible Reflection 

series using the Sunday Lenten readings and illuminations 

of the St. John's Bible. 

Sessions will be held on Thursdays, from 7:00-8:30 PM 

 through March 18 at Good Shepherd Lutheran Church 

 Moving?  Please give the church office your new address ( 341-6122). This will save the church U.S. 

Postal fees charged for each FlockTalk that is returned due to an address change.  Thanks for your help. 

Remember:  

Set your clocks ahead 

one hour before bed on 

March 13.  

Have You Noticed . . .  

  . . . the bells ringing before the worship service? 

 Church bells are used primarily to call people to 

worship and to announce the beginning of a service.  

The bells also ring out to express joy, to announce 

deaths, to remind people of the obligation to pray, 

and to encourage the absent to join in the prayers of 

the Church.  

  . . . how quiet it is after the bells are rung? (wonderful!) 

http://www.wdpusa.org
http://www.saintjohnsbible.org
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We want to thank the 5th and 6th graders, Jeff Campbell, Rich Wilcox, and Elizabeth Hipke for taking their time 

and energy to learn the play about Joseph and Pharaoh and share it with the rest of the Sunday School.  They 

did a fantastic job and worked really hard on our all-day Saturday rehearsal. 

We want to thank the teachers that have volunteered to teach the last few stories.  The story Joseph and His 

Brothers was taught by Bonnie and Jim Foley, Eric Fugina, Mark and Kirsten Wentzel, and Kelly Meixner.  

The teachers for Joseph and Pharaoh were Kelly Meixner, Laura Karcher, and Ranee Williams.  Thank you 

very much for the time you have given to and for the children.  We hope you will lead again soon. 

Emily Hicks will be leading the kids in music on Palm Sunday at the 10:30 service.  Be sure to be there on 

March 28th at the 10:30 service to watch the kids process in with the palm branches. 

We will not have Sunday School on Easter, April 4th.  We will start with a new lesson on April 11th that your 

kids will not want to miss! 

Thank you for all your support and your prayers throughout the 

year. 

God Bless, 

 

Sunday School Education Team  

Keeping on Track in Bibleville 

Dates to Remember 

Mar 14th ï Mar 28th ï Holy Week Lesson 

Apr 4th ï Happy Easter ï No Sunday School 

Apr 11th ï Apr 25th ï The Plagues 

May 2nd ï Motherôs Day Project 

May 9th ï Last Day of Sunday School 

 

 

Health Kits Needed 

We are all aware of the recent devastation that Haiti has experienced. 

Lutheran World Relief has been right there helping people in need. 

As a result of the need, LWRôs supply of health kits has been depleted. We would like to collect items necessary 

to assemble more health kits that will be delivered during the annual fall LWR collection. 

For the next three months, we will emphasize a couple of items that are needed for the 

kits.  Please place your donations in the bin in the Welcome Area. 

 

March ð  Dark colored hand towels,& wash clothes and bath-size bar soap in 

original wrapping. 

April ð Adult-size toothbrushes in original package and sturdy combs (wide toothed preferred) 

May ð  Metal nail files or nail clippers with file attached and Band-aids (1/2 to 3/4 inch size) 

A complete health kit costs about $12.00.  If you would prefer to make a monetary donation, use Line 3 

of your offering envelope or use a Designated Gifts envelope found in the pew pockets.  Be sure to 

label you gift ñLWR Health Kitò. 
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Prayer Corner 

Jesus, I Will Ponder Now 

Jesus, I will ponder now 
On your holy passion; 
Let your spirit now endow me  
For meditation. 
Grant that I in love and faith 
May the image cherish 
Of your suff'ring, pain, and death, 
That I may not perish. 
 
Make me see your great distress, 
Anguish, and affliction, 
Bonds and blows and wretchedness 
And your crucifixion; 
Make me see how scourge and rod, 
Spear, and nails, did wound you, 
How you died for those, O God, 
Who with thorns had crowned you. 
 
 
 

Yet, O Lord, not thus alone 
Make me see your passion, 
But its cause to me make known 
And its termination. 
For I also and my sin 
Wrought your deep affliction; 
This the shameful cause has been 
Of your crucifixion. 
 
Let me view your pain and loss 
With repentant grieving, 
Nor prepare again your cross 
By unholy living. 
May I give you love for love! 
Hear me, O my Savior, 
That I may in Heavõn above 
Sing your praise forever. 
 
By Sigismund Von Birken  
Tr. by August Crull   

Chili Challenge Update! 

Whether you helped with set up, serving, clean up, brought in soup or 

other food or came to sample and vote and cheer the Chili Cookers on, 

the Fellowship Team would like to say a HUGE Thank You to every-

one who participated in the GSLC 2010 Chili Challenge!  We had a 

great time and a super turnout of over 100 people! 

Twelve different Chili's were brought to the challenge. Our cooks this 

year were Mike Hubbard, Shane Tokarski, Glen Bauer, Barb 

Clementi, Angie Hauer, Cathy Williamson, Bob Olsen, Szeligowski 

Family, Pastor Ben, Katy Mathai, Laura Karcher and Pastor Al. 

The winners of the Challenge were : 

 Hottest:   Mike Hubbard 

 Most Unique: Shane Tokarski  

 Kid Friendly: Barb Clementi  

 Beaniest:   Laura Karcher 

 Overall Favorite: Pastor Ben 

New & improved for next year will be the "Chili Express Lane"!  To 

allow everyone to move through the line faster, we will have both 

sides of the table open for sampling.  Please consider being a part of 

this event next year (see if you can out cook Pastor Ben!).   

Mark your calendar for next year's Challenge:  January 30, 2011  

Thank You GSLC 

Thank you for inviting me to your adult 

forum yesterday to talk about hospice. It 

was a great group to speak with and I 

appreciated the good questions that came 

up. What a dynamic, engaged group of 

people! Best wishes to you all. 

 

Dianne Harrington, MSW 

Director, Ministry Home Care Hospice 

Services 

Stevens Point and Wausau 

 

ñThank you so much!ò  We recently re-

ceived $100 and groceries from your 

ñSouper Bowl of Caringò program. 

Through the year, we will purchase local 

grocery items to supplement our commu-

nity donations and matching USDA food 

sources; which is helping about 1,500 

individuals per month. Thanks again. 

Our number of people served was up, 

unfortunately, from a year ago. (About 

100 more families) 

Every Tuesday, we have 9 retired volun-

teers at the Food Pantry and 2 retired 

volunteers who pickup and delivery gro-

ceries once a month. 

 

Thanks for caring! 

 George Pesanka 

 St. Vincent DePaul ( TEFAP) 

The Emergency Food Assistance 

Program 

Easter Lilies 
If you would like to decorate the sanctu-

ary for Easter, we will have order forms 

available to purchase 

Easter Lilies. Watch for 

the purple slips on the 

clip boards in the Wel-

come Area.  




