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  Our ñPrepare Togetherò Prayer Group is guiding 

us through Advent this year.  Youôll note a variety of 

signs around the foyer area that remind us that the Sav-

ior is coming.  Advent means ñcomingò, a time to count 

down to the birth of Jesus and a time to remember we 

wait for his second coming.  The Advent Wreath is an 

addition to the altar area during the season, using can-

dles to mark how close we are to his birth.  Each candle 

has been given a name or theme.  It has been interesting 

that just in my life time the themes around 

the candles have changed and the colors 

have too.  For a period of time I would see 

the candles associated with people ð the 

Prophetsô Candle, the Shepherdsô Candle, 

Maryôs Candle, etc.  Then they would take 

on more of an emotion, belief, or action ð 

the Prepare Candle, the Hope Candle, the 

Joy Candle, etc.  When I was growing up 

they might have all been the color purple or 

three purple and one rose colored candle.  

Then the church world started emphasizing 

blue as the liturgical color for Advent.  So, 

to go along with the blue altar cloths there 

were also blue candles.  You will see that our altar 

cloths are blue but our candles are the three purple with 

one rose. 

 During our services this year we will highlight the 

candles and their meanings with various disciples from 

the congregation telling a little about the candle for that 

day, lighting it, and then leading us in prayer.  Our can-

dles are Hope, Love, Joy, and Peace.  In the front foyer, 

we also have two different devotion books for Advent 

available for you.  One is for families with young chil-

dren and the other is written more for adults.  Help 

yourself to the one that works for you. 

 How does something like an Advent wreath 

strengthen or guide our discipleship?  It is a great re-

minder during a busy ñHolidayò season that Christmas 

is not here yet.  Itôs a method to remind us as an adult or 

a youth that Jesus is coming and what would that be like 

to hope for his coming but not know his ministry yet.  

To reflect on the ñwhat ifò we were waiting like the Old 

Testament people for centuries or millennia for this Sav-

ior, not just four weeks.  Since its purpose is also to re-

mind us of the Second Coming we can reflect on this 

ñwhat ifò.  ñWhat ifò the Second Coming happens in my 

life time, how will I react to the chaos that is thought to 

surround it?  Because we are a people of Hope and have 

an understanding of ñlive or die we are the 

Lordôsò we are empowered, even in the 

midst of chaos to say, ñHow can I help?ò 

instead of spending time casting judgment 

or running in fear.  (This was the point of 

my sermon for the first Sunday of Advent.  

Our audio sermons are achieved at 

eflock.org ).  

 Another way the wreath might nurture 

our discipleship is to remind us how simple 

and creative it is.  Wreaths and candles 

have been around for a long time but using 

it as an Advent wreath, to count down to 

Christmas, could have been simply begun by a German 

pastor working with poor students in his town in the 

1800ôs.  In your discipleship, during this season or any-

time of year, rememberðthe simple ways you help your 

kids or others come to know the love story of Jesus 

could last for a life time, possibly it could last for centu-

ries.  The German pastor was just trying to help the kids 

he saw everyday have an easy way to know when 

Christmas was coming.  Possibly you could turn some-

thing into a tradition just by helping another know 

Godôs amazing love. 

 Godôs love is so uncomplicated, expressing himself 

to us through Jesus.  Right from the start God worked in 

simple ways through  Mary and Joseph, a manger, an 

announcement to shepherds, and even now he works 

through you and me.  We are his candles to a new gen-

eration. 
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 Sisters and Brothers in Christ, 

Is it me, or does it always seem dark out?  The weathermanôs 

promise of sun hasnôt come true this past week.  Overcast 

skies have been leading to dark nights for a while now.  I 

donôt know about you, but that sucks the energy out of me.  

The exercise routine that I held myself to in warmer days has 

become lax. 

Iôve been singing an Advent hymn recently that is a song of 

sorrow and longing.  As the days shorten and the nights 

lengthen, it speaks of hope for the breaking of a new day.   

The waiting for that day is what the season of Advent is all 

about. 

We know about sorrow and darkness.  We know that nights 

often seem long. We know that the darkness of our lives is 

not the final word. We know that Christ has come and will 

come again.  We know Godôs grace and light dispels deathôs 

deepest shadows.  Sometimes, though, we need to be re-

minded.  Sometimes we need to remind others of the light of 

Christ. 

As we prepare for the joy of Christmas morning ï the laugh-

ter and squeals of children, the time spent with family, the 

giving and receiving of gifts of love, the food (and cookies!) 

ï let us not forget that those closest to (and furthest from) us 

may be waiting to experience Godôs in-breaking in their 

lives.  They may be waiting for the sun to shine on their lives 

again.  May we be signs of Godôs new dawn to those who 

find themselves lost in the night.   

Grace and Peace, 

 

Lost in the Night  

(ELW 243) 

Lost in the night do the people yet languish, 

Longing for morning the darkness to vanquish 

Plaintively sighing with hearts full of anguish. 

Will not day come soon? 

Will not day come soon? 

 

Must we be vainly awaiting the morrow? 

Shall those who have light no light let us bor-

row? 

Giving no heed to our burden of sorrow? 

Will you help us soon? 

Will you help us soon? 

 

Sorrowing wandôrers, in darkness yet dwelling, 

Dawned has the day of a radiance excelling, 

Deathôs deepest shadows forever dispelling. 

Christ is coming soon! 

Christ is coming soon! 

 

Light oôer the land of the needy is beaming; 

Rivers of life through its deserts are streaming, 

Bringing all peoples a Savior redeeming 

Come and save us soon! 

Come and save us soon! 

And this will be a sign for you, you will find a baby 

wrapped in swaddling clothes and lying in a manger.  

          ñ Luke 12:2 

From the staff of Good Shepherd Lutheran,  

May you experience child -like 

wonder this Christmas.  

Mary Thomas Kenny Newby Sharon Neely 

Scott Wiltzius  
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Actual Budget Actual Budget

Income:

Mission & Ministry 22,500      23,446       248,543    252,043    

Pledged Benevolence 1,391        1,038         13,302      11,160      

Total Income 23,891      24,484       261,845    263,203    

Total Expenses 27,645      28,354       280,358    283,536    

12/31/2008 10/31/2009 *Cash available for day-to-day

Operating Cash* 39,506      19,077       operations, does not include cash  

Mortgage  Balance 327,332    304,984     designated for special funds.

Account Balances

Month of October, 2009 Year-to-Date 10/31/09

Treasurer's Report - Submitted by Jane Wolf  

 

Christmas Cantata  

December 13  

8:00 & 10:30  

Presented by  

Good Shepherd Choir  

Prayer Corner 

Advent Prayer 
 

Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. 
With you abundant grace and might, 

free us from the sin that hinders our faith, 
that eagerly we may receive your promises, 

for you live and reign with  
the Father and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and forever. Amen. 
 
 

Christmas Prayer 
Be near me, Lord Jesus; 

I ask you to stay 
close by me forever  
and love me, I pray. 

Bless all the dear children 
in your tender care 

and fit us for heaven, 
to live with you there. 

 Moving?  Please give the church office your new address ( 341-6122). This will save the church U.S. 

Postal fees charged for each FlockTalk that is returned due to an address change.  Thanks for your help. 

Library Tidings  

This month we focus on relationships. 

Fireproof (DVD, F Fir) ï If you missed the showing of 

this movie at church, or want to see it again, just check 

it out.  According to the front cover, itôs the #1 inspira-

tional movie in America!  According to the back cover, 

ñThis gripping story follows one manôs desire to trans-

form his life and marriage through the healing power of 

faith and fully embrace the firemanôs code.ò 

Sex God:  Exploring the Endless Connections between 

Sexuality and Spirituality by Rob Bell (261.8 Bel) ï 

This follow-up to Velvet Elvis ñis about relationships 

revealed in a way that elevates the human condition and 

offers hope to those whose relationships are 

wounded.ò (from the back cover) 

 

Thank you to all that joined Lutherans across the United 

States in supporting the work of the WELCA.  We are 

able to send over $500 in Thankofferings to the national 

WELCA office.  Your support is appreciated. 
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ñMarriage 911ò: 

You Can Save Your Marriage 

Retrouvaille is a worldwide, non-profit, volunteer run pro-

gram that offers tools to restore the love that brought you 

together (even couples who are separated or divorced). 

This fully confidential program is led by married couples 

who have experienced it and a priest or minister. Partici-

pants are not required to share with anyone other than their 

spouse. Call toll free: 1-877-922-HOPE(4673) for more 

information or to register for the upcoming weekend being 

offered  February 19-21 at the peaceful grounds of St. An-

thony Retreat Center in Marathon City, WI. 

Don & Christine Keck are Good Shepherd contacts for this 

organization.  See website:  www.retrouvaille.org or 

www.HelpOurMarriage.com for more information. 

Upcoming Dates 

Dec 6 11:30 Decorate Church for Christmas 

Dec 12 2:00ï 4:00 Cantata Rehearsal 

Dec 13 8 & 10:30 Christmas Cantata ð 

Do You Hear What I Hear? 

Dec 20 10:30 Sunday School Christmas Pro-

gram ðOperation Baby King 

Dec 24 4:30 & 7:00 Christmas Eve ð 

    Candlelight Service 

Dec 27  No Sunday School or Forum 

Jan 24 11:30 Annual Meeting 

Year End Preparations 

2009 Offering Deadline   So that 2009 year-end reports 

and financial statements can be prepared, please have any 

offerings for 2009 into the church by Sunday, Dec. 27. 

Offerings received after that time will be credited in 2010.  

Your new 2010 envelopes will be available for pick up be-

fore Christmas.  

Annual Reports   Church Council members or ministry 

team leaders, please contact your teams and decide who 

will prepare the teamôs annual report. Reports are due in 

Vickyôs office by January 10, 2010. You can email them 

to goodshep@eflock.org or leave them on Vickyós desk. If 

you have questions, see Vicky or look at last yearôs annual 

report. The Annual meeting is January 24th
 following the 

10:30 service.  

Christmas Opportunities 

Holiday Basket Ministry  

Good Shepherd will join the efforts of the Port-

age County Holiday Basket Project by sponsor-

ing 3 families. This ministry focuses is on fami-

lies who would be unable to provide a healthy 

meal and /or gifts for their children. Check out 

the display in the Welcome Area, take a 

colored ornament off the tree and re-

turn the purchased item WITH the 

colored ornament and deposit it into 

the matching colored box.  

All items need to be returned by 

Sunday Dec. 20th so that we can 

deliver them before Christmas 

Day.   

John Nornberg, Church in Society 

Warm Clothes  

The "Mitten Tree" is back. 

We will be collecting new 

and gently used hats, mittens, 

gloves and socks.  

We will be sending them to 

local children who have need 

of them. All of your dona-

tions are greatly appreciated. 

Poinsettias  

If you would like to purchase a Poinsettia to deco-

rate the church for Christmas, 

please complete a green sheet 

found on a clip board in the 

Welcome Area. The cost is 

$8.00. You can put the enve-

lope in the offering plate or 

leave it on Vickyôs desk. After 

the Christmas Eve service, 

please take your plant home.  

 

Staff Gifts  

Christmas gifts for the staff have been a tradition 

for several years. If you would like to contribute to 

these gifts, put your contribution in an envelope 

and mark it "Staff Christmas Gifts" and place it in 

the offering plate. 

 Thank youð Church Council  

http://www.retrouvaille.org
http://www.HelpOurMarriage.com
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Keeping on Track in Bibleville 

Can you believe how quickly time flies??  We have 

finished our 3 lessons before Christmas and we begin 

rehearsing for the Christmas Pageant on Dec. 6th.  This 

year Kim Akey will lead the Christmas Pageant.  We 

want to thank Kim for volunteering and ask for more 

volunteers to stay and help out the next few weeks dur-

ing rehearsals. 

Our second lesson was learning about Queen Esther, 

her bravery for herself and her people.  We had three 

lessons; the first was Creation Station where the kids 

discovered that paint would not cover up crayon, just 

like Queen Esther would not let evil take over.  The 

second lesson was Loaves & Fishes were the kids made 

crown cookies and the final lesson was Apostleôs Ar-

cade where the kids raced to find pieces of the lesson 

which were hidden around the Sunday School area and 

put them back together in order before the other teams. 

Our third lesson was Jesus is Born.  The children cre-

ated painted door hangers, made pretzel angels, and 

had an activity including counting for a census.   We 

would like to thank the following teachers for volun-

teering and sharing your time with the kids; Erin An-

drews, Kaia Durall, Bonnie Foley, Brian and Donna 

Hicks.   

The Little Lambs had a lot of fun learning about Noah 

and the Great Flood and are now starting a unit on 

Abraham.  A big thank you to all our teachers and 

helpers! 

We have also finished learning all of the New Testa-

ment Books of the Bible.  We will begin with the Old 

Testament books after the New Year.   

The 5th and 6th graders and their adult leaders 

(Elizabeth Hipke, Rich Wilcox and Jeff Campbell) 

have been exploring the topic of friendship through 

music, games, Bible stories, the catechism, prayer and 

other various activities.  On Make a Difference Day we 

formed a team and raked the yards of three friends 

from our larger community.   

 

 

From left to right: Josh Campbell, Grant Wentzel, Jeff 

Campbell, Kathryn Hicks, Brian Hicks, Sarah Hipke, 

Kristen Behne, Elizabeth Hipke and Kirsten Wentzel 

(who was behind the camera).  Elizabeth and Mark 

Wentzel joined us after the picture was taken. 

 

In January, Ranee Williams will be leading the 5th and 

6th graders in presenting the story of Joseph and Phar-

aoh to the 1st - 4th graders. 

 

Dates to Remember 

Dec.  6th  - 20th ï 9:15 Christmas Pageant Rehearsals  

Dec. 20th ï 10:30 service Christmas Pageant 

Dec. 27th & Jan. 3rd ï No Sunday School 

Jan. 10th ï Jan. 24th ï Joseph and His Brothers Story 

Jan. 31st ï 9:15  5th & 6th graders share their Joseph and 

Pharaoh presentation 

Jan. 31st ï Feb.  14th ï Joseph and Pharaoh Story 

 

Thank you for all your support and your prayers 

throughout the year. 

 

God Bless, 

 

Sunday School Education Team  


