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 Two significant small groups started meeting this 

fall. The ñHungry for Godò series helped us examine 

our relationship to God and the ñSandwich Generation 

Support Groupò is examining the relationship between 

adult children and the aging parents they care for. 

 ñHungry for Godò has completed the 6-week series 

but it is morphing into something different.  Itôs new 

name is ñPreparing Togetherò Prayer Group.  It will 

take on an Advent theme as we come together on 

Wednesdays at 10 a.m.; Renae Sheibley is our guide in 

this prayer group.  If you missed the Hungry series but 

would be able to join us for ñPrepare Togetherò, please 

do.  It begins November 4th at 10 a.m.  We are consid-

ering offering ñHungry for Godò again, possibly in the 

evening. Let us know if you would be interested. 

 Our banner near the street corner advertising the 

ñSandwich Generation Support Groupò has attract more 

outside interest than any other event that we have adver-

tised to the public.  The ñSandwich Generation Support 

Groupò continues to grow in numbers as people become 

aware of it.  This is an event that you can drop in on at 

any part.  If you missed the first sessions, donôt hesitate 

to participate in the Nov. 3 and/or Nov. 10 session. This 

is a great way to connect with others facing similar chal-

lenges.  Our thanks to Pat Kraus for taking the time to 

put this series together.  Come for the series at 7:00 p.m.  

and stay for the fellowship afterwards.  Child care is 

available.                                                                                

 As we go into the seasons of Thanksgiving and Ad-

vent, I am reminded, especially by these two groups, 

how much we need one another.  The Prepare Together 

group has a focus that learns to pray for one another and 

for those we care for.  If the church has known of a loss 

or illness that you or your family has been going 

through, you have been in this groupôs prayers and their 

individual prayers.  Those involved in the Sandwich 

Generation group have learned the stories of others and 

how they are similar and different than our own story of 

involvement with you family in a time of need.  They 

have held up one another in the midst of the stories and 

grown to know one another better.  This group, by the 

way, is made up not only of those adult children who 

are caring for their parents but also parents learning how 

(when the time comes) to help their children take care of 

them. 

 My thanksgiving in the midst of these two groups is 

the ability for those in need to be supported in their joy 

and in their sorrows.  Sometimes we keep what is hap-

pening to us to ourselves (feeling it is too personal to 

share) yet at some point we feel the church does not 

care for us because they donôt call.  But because we kept 

it to ourselves, the church body didnôt know.  If you are 

hurting and have isolated yourself, please reach out.  

Reach out to support groups, Pastor Ben, myself, or our 

staffðto someone that you might be added to our 

prayer support.   It is hard going through a time where 

our bodies have changed on us or relationships have 

become uncertain or are lost, but the ñThanksgivingò we 

feel can be as simple as the body of Christ surrounding 

us in prayer or enabling us to talk about it. 

 It is a time to ñPrepareò 

also, prepare for the hope 

of better health or prepare 

for a time together ð 

closer to friends and fam-

ily.  This Advent we pre-

pare for his coming and 

we give thanks that in his 

coming we come face to 

face with a committed love 

from God that gives us 

support that not even death 

can stop. 

Loved by God ñ We Tell ñ We Share  

Volume 31, Issue 11                       November 2009 



2  

 Sisters and Brothers in Christ, 

ñOur stories are vital because they are perhaps the only thing we can say  

with absolute authority ï precisely because they are our storiesò ~Alan Hirsch~ 

 

I often begin my sermons with a story from my life that relates to the word I believe God has in store for us that 

day: a gifted hat, a woman at the post office, hiking in New York, or a mother-in-lawôs affection.  The stories I tell 

are not only for your benefit but also mine.  They help me enter the story of the biblical text in front of me. I can 

begin to understand the story that Jesus is in, the parable being told, or the journeys of Israel a little bit better when 

my own story is linked to it.  No longer are Abraham and Sarah historical figures of the faith, but they become my 

relatives ïtheir story becomes my story. 

I think sharing the stories of our faith is intimidating for many of us, not because we donôt know them, but rather 

we donôt own them.  These beautiful, grand, and often odd stories (Balaamôs talking donkey ï anyone?) remain 

distant from us.  We do not see ourselves in them or them in us.  But if we are to see how God is active in the 

world, to follow where God is leading us, and tell our children about it we need to make these stories ours and 

speak them with confidence. 

Our confirmation youth are beginning to practice this with each other and their families. With the new curriculum 

weôre using, called Faith Inkubators, they are encouraged to do a Home Huddle with their families each night.  Itôs 

five easy steps that anyone can do. 

Share your Highs & Lows of the day 

Read a passage of Scripture 

Talk about how that passage of Scripture might relate to the Highs & Lows 

Pray for one another specifically regarding the Highs and Lows 

Bless one another as children of God, remembering your baptism. 

 

As you practice relating your everyday life to the stories of Scripture, they become your own and the faith is 

caught (not taught) by your children. 

Grace and Peace, 

Congregation has Chance To Win 2010 Camperships!  

Congregations who raise over $1,000:    Each congregation will be entered into a drawing for a Crossways 

sponsored Coffee Hour and will receive $300 in Campership Certificates to be used as your congregation 

determines. 

Congregations raising between $500 and $999:     One congregation for each 5 congregations qualifying 

will be drawn to receive $200 in Campership Certificates to be used as your congregation determines.  

Your óCoins for Campô offerings support the ministry of Crossways Camping Ministries. The opportunity to at-

tend Bible camp as a youth camper, an adult, or an entire family, is one of the best gifts parents and congre-

gations can give. LifeȤlong friendships, growth in self confidence, closer family relationships, increased faith, 

and understanding of Godôs call for each of us to love our neighbor 

through service are just a few of the benefits of camp.  

If you have questions please check our website at www.CrosswaysCamps.org, 

contact our office at info@crosswayscamps.org or call  (920) 882Ȥ0023.  
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Actual Budget Actual Budget

Income:

Mission & Ministry 23,363      23,446       226,043    228,597    

Pledged Benevolence 1,212        1,038         11,911      10,122      

Total Income 24,575      24,484       237,954    238,719    

Total Expenses 26,508      28,354       252,713    255,182    

12/31/2008 9/30/2009 *Cash available for day-to-day

Operating Cash* 39,506      22,241       operations, does not include cash  

Mortgage  Balance 327,332    307,347     designated for special funds.

Account Balances

Month of September, 2009 Year-to-Date 9/30/09

Treasurer's Report - Submitted by Jane Wolf  

Thanksgiving 

Service 

Come and worship! 

Tuesday, 

November 24 

At 7:00 p.m. 

 

Prayer Corner 

In Recognition of Veteranôs Day 

 

   Almighty God, you have given us this good land as our 

heritage.  Make us always remember your generosity and 

constantly do your will.   

    Bless our land with honest industry, truthful education, 

and an honorable way of life.  

    Save us from violence, discord, and confusion; from 

pride and arrogance, and from every evil course of action. 

   Make us who came from many nations with many differ-

ent languages a united people. 

   Defend our liberties and give those who we have en-

trusted with the authority of government the spirit of wis-

dom, that there might be justice and peace in our land. 

   When time are prosperous, let our hearts be thankful; 

and, in trouble times, do not let our trust in you fail.  

   We ask all this through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

Thanksgiving Day 

Heavenly Father, 

 from whom come all good and perfect gift, 

 from whom come mercies new each day, 

 from who come blessings beyond measure:  

Accept our thanksgiving 

 for protection and those who provide it, 

 for daily bread and those who prepare it, 

 for clothing and those how manufacture it, 

 for family and those dear to us, 

 for friends and those associated with us, 

 for jobs and those working with us, 

 for social security and support programs. 

We confess we think too little 

 about the fact that we deserve nothing, 

 about the many who serve us, 

 about the blessings of Your Spirit 

We pray You, 

 forgive our ingratitude, 

 open our eyes to behold Your goodness, 

 fill our hearts with thankfulness, 

 make us respond in appreciation, 

 help us to serve in love, 

We thank You; through Christ, our Lord, 

 Your best gift to us.  Amen. 



4  

 
Upcoming Dates 

Nov 1  All Saints Sunday 

Nov 8 8 & 10:30 

11:30 

New Member Sunday 

Potluck Luncheon 

Nov 22 8 & 10:30 Thankoffering Service 

Nov 24 7:00 pm Thanksgiving Worship Service 

Nov 26 11:00ï 2:00 Community Thanksgiving 

Dinner @ St. Bronislava 

Nov 29  No Sunday School or Forum 

Dec 6  Decorate Church for Christmas 

Dec 13 8 & 10:30 Christmas Cantata ð 

ñDo You Hear What I Hear?ò 

Dec 20 10:30 Sunday School Program 

Dec 24 4:30 & 7:00 Christmas Eve ð 

    Candlelight Service 

Dec  27  No Sunday School or Forum 

Library Tiding s 

This month we feature new 

books pertaining to J. R. R. 

Tolkien and C. S. Lewis.  Our 

library collection also includes 

several books by C. S. Lewis.  

 

Finding God in The Lord of The Rings by 

Kurt Bruner and Jim Ware (823 Bru) ï ñIn 

this book of reflections on Tolkienôs trilogy, 

youôll discover deep connections between 

Earth and Middle-earthðand inspirational 

truths pointing to Godôs work in the 

world.ò  (from the back cover) 

 

Finding God in the Land of Narnia by Kurt 

Bruner & Jim Ware (823 Bru) ï The authors 

ñonce again unpack a world of fantasy to re-

veal the Great Story hidden within.  é  C. S. 

Lewis fans will love the many surprising in-

sights the authors uncover, and parents will 

discover new ways to show their children 

Godôs character and presence in their 

lives.ò  (from the back cover) 

 

Mere Humanity:  G. K. Chesterton, C. S. 

Lewis, and J. R. R. Tolkien on the Human 

Condition by Donald T. Williams (233 Wil) ï 

This book searches the writings of these au-

thors for the answers to the two questions that 

philosophers say must be asked by everyone 

in the quest to become a complete human be-

ing:  ñWhat is man?ò and ñWhat is the pur-

pose of this life on earth?ò 

Come One, Come All 

Join us for the Fall New Members Luncheon on November 8th 

following the 10:30 service in the Fellowship Hall. 

We are asking for your help with making a salad or dessert. 

There is a sign up sheet in the Welcome Area for you to mark 

down if you would like to make something or help out in the 

kitchen. The Evangelism team appreciates all that you Good 

Shepherd disciples have done in the past to welcome our new 

members and we hope to continue with that same hospitality on 

Nov. 8th. Hope to see you there!  

 

Christmas Wreaths  

Watch  the bulletin for delivery dates of  the  wreaths that you 

ordered from the youth. 

Make checks payable to ˈGood Shepherd Youth. 

Thanks for supporting our youth programs.   

Wish List 

Are you looking for another way to support 

the ministries here at Good Shepherd?  Items 

that would be of benefit are: 

  A 40ò HD TV for the Adult Forum area 

  Noise cancelling headphones for the mixer 

board 

If you would like to donate toward these 

items, use Line 3 of your offering envelope or 

a Designated Gifts envelope found in the pew 

pockets.  
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Keeping on Track in Bibleville 

The 2009-2010 school year is off to a great start!  

Rally Day was a huge success with the 1st ï 4th grad-

ers making their very own Bibles!  They will use the 

Bibles to keep track of the Books of the Bible as they 

learn them during the school year.  The Bibles will be 

kept at church in their very own mailbox!   

The first lesson of the year was Creation.  The kids 

made a music video, terrariums, and did a science 

project to test their air capacity.  We would like to 

thank the teachers that gave our year a great start, 

Mark & Kirsten Wentzel, Donna Marinack, and Ra-

nee Williams.  We would also like to thank Pastor Al 

for helping with the Music Video lesson by gathering 

equipment and providing technical assistance. 

The second lesson is underway and we would also 

like to thank those teachers for volunteering as well.  

They are Tracy and Cassie Kiener, Tracy Patyk, and 

Kelly Meixner. 

 

Thank you again for all your 

prayers and support.  

 

God Bless, 

Sunday School Education Team 

Updates:  The 5th and 6th graders have been blessed 

with 2 more volunteers, Rich Wilcox and Elizabeth 

Hipke, to help lead them during the year.  We would 

like to thank them for volunteering and wish everyone 

a great year! 

 

Dates to Remember  

Oct 11th ï Oct 25th ï Queen Esther Story  

Nov 1st ï Nov 15th ï Jesus is Born Story  

Nov 22nd ï Thanksgiving Project 

Nov 29th ï No Sunday School 

Dec 6th & 13th ï Christmas Pageant Rehearsals 

Dec 20th ï Christmas Pageant at 10:30 service 

Dec 27th & Jan 3rd ï No Sunday School 

Jan 10th ï Sunday School resumes  

 

Riley Andrews 

Joseph Bergquist 

Zachery Bunders 

Sidney Foley 

Tanner Fugina 

Kieran Diekroeger 

Emily Johnston 

Christian Kiener 

Nikayah Kolodziej 

Sam Mijal 

Dakotah Mrozek 

Benjamin Netzinger 

Kylie Rutta 

Zach Stremer 

Makayla Tronnier 
Korinne Trueman-McGuigan 

Elizabeth Wentzel 

Ryan Wilcox 

Bailey Wunrow 

Congratulations:  These 3rd graders received Bibles on October 4th. 

Thankoffering  

Worship Service  
 

On November 22, at 8:00 & 10:30 the women of Good Shep-

herd will lead a Thankoffering Worship Service.  Special finan-

cial thankofferings will be collected that day. Designated enve-

lopes will be available. Thankofferings show gratitude for 

Godôs blessings and support in our partnership with many other 

women of the ELCA so that the entire world may know Christ 

and benefit from the blessings of God through Christ.  

 Moving?  Please give the church office your new address ( 341-6122). This will save the church U.S. 

Postal fees charged for each FlockTalk that is returned due to an address change.  Thanks for your help. 

           Upcoming Forums 

Nov 1 Pat KrauseðSandwich Generation 

Nov 8 Ron SkrenesðProbate and how to 

avoid it 

Nov 15 Ron SkrenesðWills, Power of 

Attorneys, & Beyond 

Nov 22 Pastor Al 

Nov 29 No Forum  ð  

Happy Thanksgiving 
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 Sandwich Generation Support Group 

Are you in the middle feeling pressure from two genera-

tions? The Sandwich Generation Support Group will 

look at scripture for strength and the group members 

will find strength in one another.  

We thank Pat Kraus for leading us in this 4 week series.  

This group will meet on Tuesdays at 7 p.m.  Nov 3rd 

&10th . 

 

Thanks for Supporting LWR  

Members of Good Shepherd donated supplies and time 

and talent to assemble 114 Quilts, 24 Sewing kits, 30 

School kits, 25 Health kits, and 100 layettes.  

We are living out the ELCA motto: 

Godôs Work, Our Hands.  

 

God Pause Daily Devotion 

Looking for spiritual refreshment? God Pause e-mail 

devotions are short, meaningful re-

flections on the following Sunday's 

lessons and gospel delivered directly 

to your e-mail box. By Sunday, 

you'll be ready for an extra meaning-

ful worship experience.  

The devotion writers are Luther 

Seminary alumni/ae. Their reflections are a gift to you 

and to the church.  

Visit www.luthersem.edu/godpause to sign-up to re-

ceive these email devotions  

 

The theme for this yearôs Advent devotion is ñ My Soul 

Proclaims Your Greatnessò.  If you would prefer to or-

der a printed copy of the Advent Devotional, request a 

complementary booklet at www.luthersem.edu/advent. 

Community Thanksgiving Dinner 
 

The 26th Annual Community Thanksgiving Dinner, sponsored by Good Shepherd Lutheran Church, St. Bron-

islava Catholic Church, Beautiful Savior Lutheran Church, and The Springs Methodist Church will be held from 

11:00 a.m. ï 2:00 p.m. on Thanksgiving Day in the dining hall at St. Bronislava.  The dinner is free of charge to 

anyone in the Plover/Stevens Point area and surrounding communities who would like to share a meal 

and fellowship with others on Thanksgiving Day.  Last year over 700 guests enjoyed a tasty 

meal.  If you know someone who would like to come to the dinner, please let them know about it. 

 

If you would like to provide some assistance with the dinner, here are some ways you can help. 

 Bring a pie, other dessert, sweet bread, or Jell-o in a non-returnable container to St. Bronislavaôs 

kitchen any time during the day on Wednesday or Thursday morning before 9:30. 

 Bring a can of corn, carrots, peas, or beans to Good Shepherd.  There will be a box in the Wel-

come Area from November 8th - 24th for these donations. 

Volunteer to help prepare and serve the dinner.  If you would like to help on Tuesday, Wednes-

day, or Thanksgiving Day, please call Suzanne at 341-4054 9 a.m. ï 8 p.m. for your time and task commit-

ment or register online at www.tiny.cc/communitythanksgiving.   

If you would like to deliver meals to shut-ins or drive people to and from the dinner, please call 

Good Shepherd at 341-6122 between 9:00 a.m. and 4:00 p.m. 

Provide a cash gift to help defray the costs of the meal.  Donations can be sent to Good Shep-

herd and designated for the Thanksgiving Dinner. 

 

If you would like more information, please call Good Shepherd at 341-6122. 

 

The support of the church community is greatly appreciated.  Thank you! 

 

Thanksgiving Dinner Committee 

Karl and Jane Wolf, David and Suzanne Diekelman, Kris Glienke, Sonia Gestner 

http://www.luthersem.edu/godpause
http://www.luthersem.edu/advent
http://www.tiny.cc/communitythanksgiving
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youth 

UUPCOMINGPCOMING  

Sr. High Bible Study :  

A Gardner, 2 Travelers and a Cheat  

7pm Sundays 

11/1-11/22 

Confirmation: Funset Boulevard November 15 

Thanksgiving Worship 7pm Nov 24 

Thanksgiving Day (Gobble Gobble) Nov 26  

  

  

  

 

FUNSET BOULEVARD  
Laser Tag, arcade, and more fun are to be had 
on November 15th after church.  If we get 20  
             people, it only costs $9.95/person!   

 

      So sign up soon in the Fellowship Area.   
For more information contact  

Donna Hicks or Laura Karcher  

A Gardner, 2 Travelers, & a Cheat  
Sunday nights in November, the Sr. High 

Youth will delve into the stories of our 
faith: Adam, Sarah and Abraham, and 

Jacob.  As we look back to these ancient 
�V�W�R�U�L�H�V�����Z�H�²�O�O���V�H�H���W�K�D�W���W�K�H�\���D�U�H���R�X�U���V�W�R�U�L�H�V��

as well.  God joins us along the path of 
our lives from forming us out dirt, calling 
us to new and unknown places, and stay-

ing with us even when we cheat others  

11/1�®A Gardner: Adam  

11/8 �­ 2 Travelers: Abraham  

11/15 �®2 Travelers: Sarah  

11/22 �®A Cheat: Jacob  

Dear Confirmation Youth:  

Thank you on behalf of Mrs. Natvick and the 
Quists for raking up their leaves on Oct 24th.  
What a great service to those people.  
Throughout the year you will have opportuni-
ties to serve our community in various ways.  

I hope 
you con-
tinue in 
your 
service! 

Like With Jacob & Joseph, God holds on to us when we and the world are at our worst. 


